INTRODUCTION
Rural development connotes overall development of rural areas with a view to improve the quality of life of rural masses (Singh, 2007) . India, since independence has made a significant progress in rural development with an integrated approach towards improving the quality life of the rural poor and by ensuring equality and effective people's participation (Hazra, 2014) . Many social scientists, while giving the concept of rural development, have emphasized on effective participation of the rural people in achieving the objective of fuller utilization of available physical and human resources, and thus, higher incomes and better living conditions (Das, 1998) . Rural development is an important issue in the country's planning process. 
Literature Review
There has been considerable recent discussion of the changes that are taking place in rural development both in terms of the nature of the changes underway within rural economies and in terms of the approaches adopted towards rural policy. The predominant characterisation is of a single change, commonly from an approach focussed fundamentally on the agricultural sector towards one focussed on rural territories and more diversified economic activity (Van der Ploeg et al., 2000; Léon, 2005; OECD, 2006) . However, we argue that there has been a more steady process of economic and social change in rural areas over a longer period of time (Hodge and Midmore,2008) .
The immediate post-war model centred on the agricultural sector.
Increasing food production was a first priority and other objectives, such as enhancing rural employment and services, were seen as following directly from the production support given to the agricultural sector. But through time the approach has changed, shifting to multisectoral, territorial and local approaches. The multisectoral policy recognises the limits to agricultural production support and sees agriculture as one of several economic sectors through which the development objectives can be attained. The focus may still be on farming, but there is encouragement for agricultural diversification. The territorial approach recognises the wider interactions within the rural economy and the importance of social and environmental as well as economic issues. Finally, the differentiation between rural areas and the variation in individual circumstances within areas promotes a search for actions that recognise the specificity of solutions at most local levels. These changes have reflected both forces fundamentally associated with national economic change and other factors more governed by local circumstances. And they have major implications for the methodologies that are relevant for the analysis of rural problems and the evaluation of policies (Hodge and Midmore,2008) . As a result the development scenario of the state came to a complete halt, which resulted in decline in employment, gross domestic product and per capita income.
Methods
This paper uses case study approach which offers scope for development of an appropriate evaluative strategy for rural policy.
Rigorous in depth study of carefully selected local areas, using a mixture of quantitative and qualitative data, can develop a sense of the interaction between increasingly diverse mixes of measures in contrasting rural contexts where different factors influence their expression and impacts, and contribute to understanding of how and why they operate in the way they do (Hodge and Midmore,2008) .
This centre of interest of multiple case studies, described as a "quintain" by Stake (2006) is of a "contemporary phenomenon in a real-life context, especially when the boundaries between the phenomenon and context are not clearly evident" (Yin, 1994) .
Therefore, much of the preceding discussion can be related to Yin's strategic recommendations for case study design and implementation.
These begin with selection and exploration of the objects of study, on the basis of general suppositions about the impact of policy which require testing. Multiple evidence sources should be scrutinized to test rival hypotheses, which might provide alternative explanations.
Common protocols to investigate different expressions of the phenomenon impart additional robustness. Analysis requires assessment of different patterns in the multiple data sources to refine and rule out competing hypotheses, both within individual case studies and between case studies carried out in different contexts (see, for example, Coffey and Atkinson, 1996) . improvement has been taken place in the overall development of the J&K state, but still lot has to be done. Thus rural development must be given the top most priority in our planned efforts as maximum population of our country lives in rural areas.
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